
Oakes Quarry Park
1267 E. Xenia Drive
Fairborn, OH 45324

(937) 754-3090

www.ci.fairborn.oh.us

Discover a world beyond  
Where can you find world-class fossil beds, 
old-growth forest, a native-grass prairie, 
and miles of hiking and horseback riding trails 
combined with some of the most stunning 
natural vistas in the area? Oakes Quarry 
Park has all of this and more. 

The 190-acre park, formerly a rock quarry, 
features one of the world’s largest and most 
diverse collections of marine organism fossils 
from the Silurian age—a time more than 425 
million years ago when the area was covered 
with warm, shallow seas. It includes:

•	 Two	preserved	coral	reefs	teeming	with	
fossils of reef-building organisms. 

•	 Glacial	grooves,	polishings	and	other	rock	
formations that were created as Ice Age 
glaciers moved through the area.

•	 Some	of	the	world’s	largest	crinoid	fossils.	
More than 29 species of the spiny-skinned 
organisms have been documented through 
research conducted at the park.

•	 Spoil	piles	available	for	guests	to	uncover	
and keep their own ancient fossil finds. FAI
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oakes quarry Escape to the harmonies of nature
Just one visit to Oakes Quarry Park will 
have you coming back for more. Whether 
you enjoy the educational experience of 
studying geology and ecology or just 
want to savor a relaxing retreat into the 
beauty and splendor of nature, there is 
something for everyone. The park is open 
365 days a year from dawn to dusk.

University-led geological research is  
currently under way at the park, and 
fossil collecting is permitted only in 
spoil-pile areas clearly designated with 
signs. Please note that fossil collecting is 
prohibited in the reef area, and the quarry 
walls are dangerous and should be avoided.

Oakes Quarry Park is located in Fairborn 
just east of the intersection of I-675 and 
State Route 235. A parking lot and portable 
public restrooms are located on site. For 
more information, please call (937) 754-3090 
or visit the Fairborn Parks website at 
www.ci.fairborn.oh.us

Dig into the past and dig up some 
fun as you explore Oakes Quarry Park. Take a self-guided 
trip through the park to learn about an abundance of 
ecosystems, view an impressive array of fossils at the 
park’s renowned geological education research site, and 
even find your own fossils (in designated areas) to take 
home. In addition to investigating the treasures of  
ancient history, visitors can:

•	 Discover	native	grasses	as	well	as	bird,	butterfly	and	
insect species in the 30-acre prairie.

•	 Study	leaf	and	tree	species	as	well	as	woodland	 
insects and amphibians in the forested zone.

•	 Enjoy	walking	and	horseback	riding	trails	with	 
panoramic views from the highest point in Fairborn. 
A two mile mulched path loops around the perimeter 
of the park.

•	 Take	in	fascinating	aquatic	life	at	the	park’s	four	
ponds. The pond in the southwest corner is stocked 
with bass, bluegill, crappie and catfish for catch-and-
release	fishing.	No	permit	is	required.
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 Points of Interest

 Hiking Trail

 Fossil Trail

 Horse Trail

 Roads

 Coral

 Glacial

 Grass/Barren

 Inner Quarry

 Parking Lot

 Prairie

 Talus

 Water

 Woodland Restoration

Explore an ecological wonderland where hands-on education meets fun-filled adventure at every turn.


